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1 . EMBASSY, LIKE ALL OTHER POLITICAL OBSERVERS IN TUNISIA, 

WAS CAUGHT BY SURPRISE WITH SERIES OF GOVERNMENTAL 
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CHANGES ANNOUNCED OVER WEEKEND. THESE CHANGES IN FACT 
CONTINUE, AS TUNISIAN RADIO ANNOUNCED AFTERNOON 
DEC 27 THAT NEWLY NAMED MINISTER OF INDUSTRY MINES AND 
ENERGY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ACCEPT HIS NEW POST "BECAUSE 
OF HEALTH REASONS," AND THAT HE IN TURN WILL BE REPLACED 
BY THE CURRENT DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FINANCE, RACHID SFAR. 
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2. IN FACT, NEW LIST OF MINISTERS AND SECRETARIES GENERAL 
IS FOR MOST PART COMPOSED OF MEN WITH GOOD PROFESSIONAL 
QUALIFICATIONS BUT WHO LACK PROMINENT POLITICAL BACKGROUNDS. 
THREE EXCEPTIONS ARE HABIB BOURGUIBA, JR. WHO HAS BEEN 
NAMED TO THE NEWLY CREATED POST OF SPECIAL ADVISOR TO THE 
PRESIDENT, MOHAMED FITOURI, THE NEW FOREIGN MINISTER WHO HAS 
BEEN MOVED FROM HIS PREVIOUS JOB AS FINANCE MINISTER AND 

NEW INTERIOR MINISTER DHAOUI HANNABLIA. ALL THREE HAVE 

BEEN OR ARE MEMBERS OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND ARE ALSO MEMBERS 

OF THE SEVENTEEN-MAN POLITICAL BUREAU OF THE PSD. ONLY 

BOURGUIBA JR. CAN BE DESCRIBED AS POLITICALLY POWERFUL IN 

HIS OWN RIGHTS. 

3. TAHAR BELKHODJA HAD BEEN GENERALLY IDENTIFIED AS 
LEADING EXPONENT OF "CONCILIATORY LINE" IN PREVIOUS CABINET 
AND HIS REMOVAL IS VIEWED AS STRENGTHENING OF "HARD LINERS" 
FARHAT AND SAY AH, LED BY PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA. 

4. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY JOUNALISTIC AND POLITICAL SOURCES 
THAT IN LAST POLITICAL BUREAU MEETING BELKHODJA REFUSED TO 
FOLLOW NOUIRA POLICY OF USING POLICE TO BREAK EXPECTED 
STRIKES IN PHOSPHATE AND RAILROAD SECTORS. BECAUSE OF THESE 
POLICY DIFFERENCES AS WELL AS SPECIFIC INSUBORDINATION 
NOUIRA WENT TO PRESIDENT MORNING OF DEC 23 WITH A "HIM OR 
ME" ULTIMATUM. PRESIDENT REPORTEDLY SIDED WITH NOUIRA, 

AND FARHAT WAS INSTALLED WITHIN THE HOUR. BELKHODJA IS 
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SAID TO HAVE BEEN UNAWARE OF EVENTS UNTIL TELEPHONED BY 
HIS WIFE FROM TUNIS. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT MADAME 
GOURGUIBA, WHO LOOKED UPON BELKHODJA AS A PROTEGE AND 
CONFIDANT, WAS CAUGHT EQUALLY UNAWARES. 

5. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE AS YET NO CONFIRMATION WE ARE TOLD 
THAT MINISTER OF NATIONAL ECOMOMY LASRAM RESIGNED IN 
PROTEST NEXT DAY, SHORTLY FOLLOWED BY FOREIGN MINISTER 
CHATTY AND MINISTER OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS ENNACEUR. THUS 
BELKHODJA'S REMOVAL PERCIPITATED WHAT GOVERNMENT HAS 
CHARACTERIZED AN "MINI CRISIS", REQUIRING PROMPT REPAIR 
WORK BY NOUIRA. 

6. COMMENT: TAHAR BELKHODJA'S REPORTED BEHAVIOR, IF TRUE, 

SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN FAIR GROUNDS FOR REQUIRING HIS DEPARTURE 
FROM THE CABINET. THE DEPARTURES OF CHATTY AND LASRAM HAVE 
BEEN THE SOURCES OF RUMORS FOR OVER A YEAR. WHETHER THEY 
WERE SACKED OR SIMPLY PROFITED FROM THE CURRENT CONJUNTURE 
IS NOT CLEAR. BOURGUIBA JR.’S RE-EMERGENCE IS MORE 
SURPRISING AS HE HAS LONG GIVEN EVERY IMPRESSION OF WANTING 
TO BE COMPLETELY OUT OF POLITICAL LIFE. HIS PRESENCE AT 

HIS FATHER FATHER'S ELBOW WILL, FOR ONE THING, ACT AS A COUNTER- 
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INFLUENCE ON WASSILA BOURGUIBA'S REPORTED INFLUENCE ON THE 
PRESIDENT AND HER FAVORITSM FOR MASMOUDI, TAHAR BELKHODJA, 
HABIB ACHOUR AND THE "LIBYAN CONNECTION SOME OF THE 
NEW CABINET FACES LACK THE LOOK OF PERMANENCE, BUT THEY 
ARE ALL RESPECTABLE IF NOT YET DISTINGUISHED PROFESSIONALS. 
GEOGRAPHICALLY TOO THE NEW BABINET SEEMS REMARKABLE FOR ITS 
REPRESENTATIVENESS, MORE SO THAN ANY WE CAN REMEMBER. WE 
WOULD HESITATE TO LABEL THE NEW MEN OUTRIGHT AS "TECHNOCRATS" 
SINCE THEY ALL HAVE GOOD PARTY BACKGROUNDS, BUT MOST 
HAVE MADE THEIR LIVIPG IN GOVERNMENT OR GOVERNMENT-CONOROLLED 
ENTERPRISES. THEY DO NOTICEABLY SEEM FOR THE MOST PART TO 
HAVE EXCELLED IN THE ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS SECTORS. 
HOWEVER.THERE IS NOTED ABSENCE OF ANYONE KNOWN OR 
REMORED TO BE "A LIBERAL". THE SWING SEEMS TO BE TO THE 
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CONSERVATIVE SIDE. IN THE THREATENDED CONFORMTATION WITH 
THE LABOR MOVEMENT NOUIRA HAS PROVIDED HIMSELF AND THE 
PRESIDENT WITH A TEAM OF MEN HE IS PROBABLY COMFORTABLE 
WITH. 

MULCAHY 
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